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PEER REVIEW GUIDE / RESEARCH PAPER WORKSHOP
              
COM 416WI


The goal for this assignment is for you to assist your classmates in strengthening their research papers. As a peer reviewer, you are to assess the thoroughness of the research, the depth of the analysis, the strength of the argumentation, the clarity of the writing, and the mechanics of writing (punctuation, sentence structure, and grammar). You are not to function solely as a proofreader or editor. As you read your classmate’s paper, please respond thoughtfully to the following questions. You may jot responses in this document and on the draft itself. The instructor will review your comments, and then they will be returned to the writer.

Writer’s Name ______________________________    Reviewer’s Name ________________________________

1. Are the position and legal rationale clearly identifiable? Do they represent a meaningful interpretation of a legal question or issue or tension?

2. Is the argument adequately stated and thoughtfully developed? Is it logical and consistent? Is the argument based solely on legal reasoning (rather than editorializing, moralizing or pure opinion)?

3. What sort of evidence does the writer use to support the argument? Are the sources appropriate? Are sufficient sources cited? Does the writer demonstrate an understanding of the sources through paraphrase, summary, and synthesis of ideas? Does he or she avoid using an abundance of lengthy, unsynthesized quotations (stringing charms on a bracelet; parade of quotes going by; subletting the paper)?

4. Does the writer note and seek to rebut opposition viewpoints? How persuasively? 

5. Does the introduction effectively introduce? Does the conclusions section draw meaningful conclusions?

6. Is the organization of the paper clear and effective?

7. Is the paper consistent with accepted grammar and mechanics? 

8. Does the paper identify a style and then adhere to it?

9. Describe the three major strengths of this paper.

10. Describe three ways this paper could be strengthened or improved.
