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Some helpful bibliography-making tips:

1. Select a citation style, identify what style you are using, then stick to it.

2. Following through with No. 1 will help you be consistent in presenting your citations (all the same things in all the same places).

3. In those full citations, you will want to include: page numbers or page ranges, volume and issue number, authorship, publisher, how you accessed the information. 

4. Do not include the nested database URLS, such as http://lexisnexis.com/?22lalkjnsd;lkfj. They do not work. Before you submit any URL, in fact, you should check to make sure it actually takes someone somewhere. The dbase URLS never do. The sample bibliography is your guide. 

5. You won't cite encyclopedias, including Wikipedia. Those are fine for general background, but not for research. Same for textbooks, including our class’s textbook. 

6. You will want to make sure you have at least five peer-reviewed journal articles, preferably law journal articles. At least five. Not sure an article is peer-reviewed? Ask me. Remember that Columbia Journalism Review and American Journalism Review are not peer-reviewed journals.

7. Be careful with advocacy groups and Web sites. Fine for background, but not for your argument.

8. Copyedit. I punish misspellings, and always will. 

9. Separate your primary sources (cases and statutes) from the rest.

10. Cite everything you use.
