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Evaluating online information sources

Required readings:

· Lecture notes: http://www.cubanxgiants.com/berry 

· Hoaxes and other bad information: http://virtualchase.justia.com/content/hoaxes-and-other-bad-information 

· SURF/SCAN Stanford’s Web Credibility Research site: http://credibility.stanford.edu/ 

Recommended readings:

· Fake TV News: Widespread and Undisclosed http://www.prwatch.org/fakenews/execsummary 

· Who Is Robert Klinger? http://www.slate.com/id/2063114/ 

Assignment:

Using the quality criteria outlined in the readings, explain why we should or should not trust the information provided on or from the Web sites/pages listed below. Are these sites credible sources? Include in your comment at least a few of the criteria you used to evaluate each critique/source. Type it up, print it out, submit. Writing and style count.

· http://www.gatt.org 

· http://www.wto.org 

· http://tinyurl.com/7ql442q
· http://www.aacr.org/Default.aspx?p=1275&d=583 

· http://www.dhmo.org 

Sample answer, for GPO.gov (Government Printing Office):
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1. www.gpo.gov/ factsheet/index.html -- Credible. Reasons:
· The “.gov” extension indicates that it is a government Web site. 

· The page includes full contact information and a “last updated” date that is recent. The information in the site is corroborated, and it is presented without typographical or spelling errors. 

· There is internal consistency, and all of the links work. 

· A Google search for the same information leads back to this page.
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