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After careful consideration, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution has decided to place a link on our Web site to the video of the hanging of the prime minister of Iraq by a rival Sunni faction.  

We feel it is our duty to provide the public with the most complete information possible, which includes the video of this hanging. The video has news value, of conflict and impact, and should be reported on because of that fact. The AJC serves such a wide population in the Southeast, that not to link to the video would be a disservice to those readers who want to see it.  

American officials have confirmed that the video shows the hanging and decapitation of the Iraqi official, but they have asked news organizations not to link to the video, saying that doing so would help achieve the kidnappers’ ends. We feel that we must protect journalistic independence, so we will not keep the video a secret. Instead, as a compromise, we will host the video on our own site and not provide a direct link to the kidnappers’ site where the video was originally hosted. Also, we feel that if an Internet user wants to find the video, he or she will. By linking from our site, we can provide the users context for the video, giving them a fuller picture of its significance. Linking from our site does not constitute an endorsement of the people responsible for the video or of the actions depicted in the video.  

As an extra precaution, the link we provide will not take a site user directly to the video. The link will first take the user to a page where he or she must read a warning about the graphic nature of the video and then click “yes” to go to the video. Also, the link will not be embedded in the article, but will be placed in a sidebar next to the article. This way, no one will accidentally stumble across the video, potentially seeing something they did not want to see. 

We especially do not want to cause harm to the families of the five journalists also captured by the rival faction, or to increase danger to the journalists themselves. We feel, though, that the families, too, have a right to see the video if they choose.  

We will not provide any photographic stills when we report on this incident in the print version of our newspaper. This way, people reading the paper will have a choice of whether or not to get a pictorial view of the hanging.

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution welcomes feedback on this difficult ethical dilemma.  Please contact us with any questions or comments as we cover this issue.    

